 Institution
of Engineers,
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA
DIVISION

KALGOORLIE-BOULDER MINING PLAQUING REPORT.

At 3.00pm on Tuesday 27th November 2001, some twenty-four people
assembled under the Ivanhoe Headframe 1in the forecourt of the
Western Australian Museum Kalgoorlie-Boulder, 17 Hannan Street,
Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, when the National Engineering
Landmark Plagues for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Mining was unveiled by
His Worship the Mayor of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Mr Paul
Robson, and accepted by Mr Ian Keally, the Chairman of the Advisory
Board of the Western Australian Museum, Kalgoorlie-Boulder.

Addresses were given by Mr Bruce James, the Chairmen of the

Western Australia Division Engineering Heritage Panel, Mr Paul
Robson, the Mayor of +the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Mr Richard
Usher, the Director of the Western Australia Division of the

Institution of Engineers, Australia, and Mr lan Keally, the Chairman
of the Advisory Board of the Western Australian Museum, Kalgoorlie-
Boulder.

The attached photographs and copies of Ceremony Notes,
Invitation Lists etc. cover the event.

Bruce W S James OAM HonFIEAust FIEE
Immediate Past Chairman,
Engineering Heritage Panel.

13th November 2002.

IEH21031.

712 Murray Street, West Perth WA 6005. Phone: (08) 9321 3340. Fax: (08) 9481 4332
Email Address: wa@eol.ieaust.org.au Website: www.wa.ieaust.org.au




KALGOORLIE-BOULDER MINING PLAQUING CEREMONY NOTES.

1.

20

3.

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

WELCOME: WHO AM I?

NAME SPECIAL GUESTS:

Mr Paul Robson,Mayor of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder.

Mr Ian Keally, Chairman, WA Museum Kal-Blder Advisory Board.
Mr John Shipp, Gen. Mngr, Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines.
Dr Terry McClafferty, Director, W.A Kalgoorlie-Boulder Museum.
Mr Mike Nelson, Australasian Institute of Mining & Metallurgy.
Mr Richard Usher, Director, WA Div, Institution of Eng, Aust

SPECIAL APOLOGIES:

Professor Peter Lee, President, WA Div. Inst. of Eng, Aust.
The Hon. Sheila McHale, MLA,

Mr Matt Birney MLA.

Dr Ian Macleod, WA Kalgoorlie-Boulder Museum Board.

Mr Ivor Roberts, AusIMM.

Mrs Marli Wallace, Chairperson, Heritage Council of W.A.

Mr Ian Baxter, Director, Heritage Council of W.A,

The Hon.Reg Withers, President, Royal WA Historical Society.

HISTORY OF PLAQUING PROGRAMME:

CRITERIA OF PLAQUING PROGRAMME:

EXAMPLES OF PLAQUING PROGRAMME:

FOCUS ON CENTENARY OF FEDERATION:
SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PARTICULAR PROJECT:

INVITATION FOR Mr Paul Robson, Mayor of the City of
Kalgoorlie-Boulder, TO UNVEIL THE PLAQUE:

INVITATION FOR Mr Richard Usher TO THANK Mr Paul Robson, the
Mayor of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder FOR UNVEILING THE
PLAQUE:

MR RICHARD USHER TO THANK SPONSORS.
Australasian Institute of Mining & Metallurgy,
Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pty Ltd.

REQUEST MR RICHARD USHER TO HAND OVER THE OWNERSHIP TO

Mr Ian Keally, Chairman, WA Mus. Kal-Bldr Advisory Board.

ACCEPTANCE OF PLAQUE BY Mr Ian Keally, Chairman, WA Museum

Kalgoorlie-Boulder Advisory Board.

CALL SPECIAL PEOPLE TO ACCEPT MINTIATURE PLAQUES;

Mr Paul Robson, the Mayor of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder

Mr John Shipp, Gen. Mngr, Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines,
Mr Mike Nelson, Australasian Institute of Mining & Metallurgy.
Mr Ian Keally, Chairman, Kalgoorlie-Boulder Museum Advisory Bd.

THANK VARIOUS PEOPLE FOR THEIR HELP:

. Dr Richard Hartley for the preparation of the documentation,
. Dr Terry McClafferty, Director, Kalg-Boulder Museum.

. Ms Amy Comen, Chairman of the Goldfields Group of the Inst.
. Mr Rod Sheppard, for the preparation of the documentation.

W N -

’

INVITE GUESTS TO AFTERNOON TEA.

CLOSE: IEH11124.




NEWS RELEASE FOR PLAQUING CEREMONIES.
GENERAL.

Some sixteen years ago, the Institution of Engineers, Australia,
initiated an Australian Engineering Plaquing Programme as a means of
bringing public recognition to significant historic engineering
works and to the engineers who created them. Such significant
engineering works are those which have been judged to be valuable to
a group of people through a retrospective survey. These works are
marked with a bronze plaque by the agreement of the interested
parties, particularly the owner.

For historic works or objects of particularly outstanding
engineering importance, the Institution reserves its ultimate
accolade, the National Engineering Landmark award. The item must
have contributed significantly to the development of Australia and
to the practice of engineering, and thus must represent a milestone
by which progress is measured, or a benchmark by which comparisons
are made. these works will be seen not only as part of Australia’s
engineering heritage, but also as significant components of the
national Estate. they do more than mark an historic point or period
of time.

For historic items which are of lesser significance at the
national level, or are significant only within a particular State,
region or community, the Historic Engineering Landmark award may be
more appropriate. Such works may mark a significant point or period
in history

To date, in Western Australia, the Coolgardie Goldfields Water
Supply Scheme, the Fremantle Harbour and the Narrows Bridge have
been recognised as National Engineering Landmarks, and the Albany
Forts, the Perth Wireless Station (Applecross), Canning Dam, and the
Rottnest Light Station have been recognised as Historic Engineering
Markers.

Page 1.




B. KALGOORLIE-BOULDER MINING.

This project has also been recognised for a National Engineering
Landmark award.

In the 1900’s, the annual gold production in Kalgoorlie-Boulder
was the second highest of any mining centre in the world.

For the first time in the world, the mining engineers and
metallurgists employed on the "Golden Mile" developed a new "all
slime" process for treating refractory sulpho-teluride ore; and new
equipment, such as the "tube mill" for fine ore crushing and the
"filter press" equipment for cyanideing pulp.

Treatment costs were halved in four years and by 1905,
Kalgoorlie-Boulder was recognised as the world leader in innovative
gold metallurgy.

The 6,000 miners and their families played a crucial role, not
only in developing a viable industry that has lasted over 100 years
but also in bringing Western Australia into the 1901 Federation.

The development of the "all slime" process for the treatment of
refractory sulpho-teluride gold ore for the first time in the
world.

The development of the "tube mill" for fine ore crushing of gold
ore for the first time in the world.

The development of the "filter press" equipment for cyaniding
pulp for the first time in the world.

These and other technical developments were regarded as the world
leaders in the area of gold production at that time.

The organised method of development of the various mines in this
area ensured that they would be able to continue a viable mining
operation which has lasted for over one hundred years.

It is a Gold Mining Complex that has been mined continuously

for over one hundred years and has been in the forefront of

innovative gold metallurgy.

It was the world’s leading gold producer in the 1900-1905 period.

It has demonstrated the successful development of technology
from one area of use into another area.

It provided the world’s first "all slime" process for treating
refractory sulpho-teluride gold ore.

It provided the world’s first "tube mill" for fine ore crushing.
It provided the world’s first "filter press" for cyanideing pulp.

The development of the mining sites were instrumental in playing a
major part in the 1901 Federation of Australia.

It provided the necessary financial balance for trading and
development between Britain, India and Australia in,the 1890-
1920 period .

It changed the Political pattern of Government.




KALGOORLIE-BOULDER MINING PLAQUING CEREMONY.

KALGOORLIE, TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2001.

~=a

Mr Bruce James addressing the guests under the Ivanhoe Frame,
Western Australian Museum Kalgoorlie-Boulder.
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Mr Paul Robson, the Mayor of Kalgoorlie-Boulder,
unveiling the National Engineering Landmark Plaques.




KALGOORLIE-BOULDER MINING PLAQUING CEREMONY.

KALGOORLIE, TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2001.

The unveiled Plaques with Ms Amy Coman,
the Chairman of the Goldfields Group,
WA Division of the Institution of Engineers, Australia.
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